
Build Altered Wheelbase Cars: The Definitive
Guide
Chapter 1: Choosing the Right Platform

The first step in building an altered wheelbase car is choosing the right
platform. This is a crucial decision that will affect the overall look,
performance, and handling of your car. There are a few things to consider
when choosing a platform, including:
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The type of car you want to build

The desired wheelbase

The budget

Once you have considered these factors, you can start narrowing down
your options. Some popular platforms for altered wheelbase cars include:

1932 Ford Coupe
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1934 Ford Roadster

1955 Chevrolet Bel Air

1957 Chevrolet Bel Air

1967 Chevrolet Camaro

Chapter 2: Altering the Wheelbase

Once you have chosen a platform, it's time to start altering the wheelbase.
This is a complex process that requires careful planning and execution.
The first step is to determine the desired wheelbase. This will depend on
the type of car you want to build and the overall look you are trying to
achieve.

Once you have determined the desired wheelbase, you can start making
the necessary modifications to the frame. This may involve cutting and
welding the frame, as well as installing new suspension components. It is
important to note that altering the wheelbase of a car can be a challenging
and time-consuming process. It is important to do your research and
consult with a professional if you are not experienced in this type of work.

Chapter 3: Selecting the Right Tires

The tires you choose for your altered wheelbase car will have a significant
impact on the performance and handling of your car. There are a few things
to consider when selecting tires, including:

The size of the tires

The tread pattern

The compound



The size of the tires will affect the overall look and performance of your car.
Larger tires will provide more grip and stability, but they will also increase
the weight of your car. The tread pattern will also affect the performance of
your car. A more aggressive tread pattern will provide more grip on the
road, but it will also increase the noise level and reduce fuel efficiency.

The compound of the tires will also affect the performance of your car. A
softer compound will provide more grip, but it will also wear out more
quickly. A harder compound will last longer, but it will not provide as much
grip.

Chapter 4: Suspension and Handling

The suspension and handling of your altered wheelbase car are critical to
the overall performance of your car. There are a few things to consider
when setting up the suspension and handling of your car, including:

The type of suspension

The spring rates

The shock absorbers

The type of suspension you choose will depend on the type of car you are
building and the desired handling characteristics. There are a few different
types of suspension available, including:

Independent suspension

Solid axle suspension

Coilover suspension



The spring rates will also affect the handling of your car. Stiffer springs will
provide more stability, but they will also make the ride more harsh. Softer
springs will provide a more comfortable ride, but they will also make the car
more likely to roll and sway.

The shock absorbers will also play a role in the handling of your car. Shock
absorbers help to control the movement of the suspension and keep the
tires in contact with the road. There are a few different types of shock
absorbers available, including:

Gas shocks

Coil-over shocks

Air shocks

Chapter 5: Brakes and Safety

The brakes and safety features of your altered wheelbase car are essential
to the safety of you and your passengers. There are a few things to
consider when upgrading the brakes and safety features of your car,
including:

The type of brakes

The size of the brakes

The safety features

The type of brakes you choose will depend on the performance of your car.
There are a few different types of brakes available, including:

Drum brakes



Disc brakes

Air brakes

The size of the brakes will also affect the performance of your car. Larger
brakes will provide more stopping power, but they will also add weight to
your car.

The safety features you choose for your car will depend on your individual
needs. There are a few different safety features available, including:

Roll bars

Seat belts

Fire extinguishers

Building an altered wheelbase car is a challenging and rewarding
experience. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can build a
car that is both unique and stylish. Whether you are a seasoned pro or a
first-time builder, this guide will help you achieve your goals.
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