Housing in a Post-Growth Society: Rethinking
the Way We Live

In a world facing ecological limits and economic challenges, it is crucial to
rethink our approach to housing. The current housing system is
unsustainable, both environmentally and socially. It is based on a model of
endless growth that is no longer possible in a finite world.
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In a post-growth society, we need to develop new housing models that are
sustainable, equitable, and affordable. This book explores a range of
alternative housing models, including cohousing, ecovillages, and tiny
houses. It also examines innovative solutions for financing and managing
housing, such as community land trusts and shared equity models.

The Need for a Post-Growth Housing System
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The current housing system is unsustainable for a number of reasons.
First, it is based on a model of endless growth that is no longer possible in
a finite world. The world's population is growing, and the demand for
housing is increasing. However, the supply of land and resources is finite.
This means that the cost of housing is rising, and it is becoming
increasingly difficult for people to afford a place to live.

Second, the current housing system is environmentally unsustainable. The
construction and operation of buildings accounts for a significant portion of
greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, the housing sector is a major
consumer of resources, such as water and energy.

Third, the current housing system is socially unsustainable. It is based on a
system of private ownership that excludes many people from the ability to
own a home. This can lead to homelessness, poverty, and social unrest.

Alternative Housing Models

There are a number of alternative housing models that can be used to
create a more sustainable and equitable housing system. These models
include:

= Cohousing: Cohousing is a type of intentional community in which
residents share common facilities and resources. Cohousing
communities are typically designed to be sustainable and affordable,
and they often have a strong sense of community.

= Ecovillages: Ecovillages are intentional communities that are
designed to be ecologically sustainable. Ecovillages typically use
renewable energy sources, and they often grow their own food.



Ecovillages also have a strong focus on community, and they often
have a variety of shared amenities.

= Tiny houses: Tiny houses are small, energy-efficient homes that are
typically built on wheels. Tiny houses are a great option for people who
want to live a more sustainable and affordable lifestyle.

Innovative Solutions for Financing and Managing Housing

In addition to alternative housing models, there are a number of innovative
solutions for financing and managing housing. These solutions include:

=  Community land trusts: Community land trusts are non-profit
organizations that acquire and hold land for affordable housing.
Community land trusts typically sell homes to low-income families at
below-market rates, and they often provide ongoing support to
homeowners.

= Shared equity models: Shared equity models are a type of
homeownership in which multiple people share the ownership of a
home. This can make it possible for people to buy a home who would
not otherwise be able to afford one.

The current housing system is unsustainable, both environmentally and
socially. We need to develop new housing models that are sustainable,
equitable, and affordable. This book explores a range of alternative housing
models and innovative solutions for financing and managing housing. By
working together, we can create a more sustainable and equitable housing
system for all.
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