
How to Count Cards: A Comprehensive Guide
to Blackjack Advantage Play
Blackjack, also known as 21, is a classic casino game that has captivated
players for centuries. While it may appear based solely on luck, there is a
hidden skill involved that can give players a significant advantage: card
counting.
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Card counting is a technique that allows players to track the ratio of high
cards (10s, jacks, queens, kings, and aces) to low cards in the deck. By
keeping a running count, players can estimate the probability of drawing a
favorable card, such as an ace or a 10, on their next hand.

The Basics of Card Counting

There are numerous card counting systems, but the most popular is the Hi-
Lo system. In this system, each card is assigned a value:
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2-6: +1

7-9: 0

10-A: -1

As cards are dealt, players keep a running count by adding or subtracting
the value assigned to each card. For example, if a 10 and a 6 are dealt, the
count would increase by 1. If a 7 and an ace are dealt, the count would
decrease by 2.

Using Card Counting to Increase Your Odds

The running count provides valuable information about the composition of
the remaining deck. When the count is high, it indicates that there are more
high cards in the deck, which is favorable for the player. When the count is
low, it indicates that there are more low cards in the deck, which is
favorable for the dealer.

Players can use this information to make strategic decisions. For example,
when the count is high, players can increase their bets, as they have a
higher probability of drawing a favorable card and beating the dealer. When
the count is low, players can reduce their bets or even fold their hands, as
they have a lower probability of winning.

Advantages of Card Counting

Card counting offers several advantages for blackjack players:

Increased winnings: By making informed decisions based on the
card count, players can significantly increase their winnings over time.



Reduced losses: Card counting helps players avoid unfavorable
situations and minimize their losses when the cards are not in their
favor.

Improved game enjoyment: Card counting adds an element of skill
and strategy to blackjack, making it more engaging and rewarding for
players.

Challenges of Card Counting

While card counting is a powerful tool, it is important to acknowledge its
challenges:

Mental effort: Card counting requires concentration and mental
stamina, especially in longer sessions.

Detection: Casinos do not allow card counting, and players who are
caught using it may be banned.

Not a guarantee: Card counting does not guarantee winnings, as
blackjack still involves an element of luck.

Card counting is a legitimate and effective strategy for gaining an edge in
blackjack. By understanding the basics, using the Hi-Lo system, and
making informed decisions based on the card count, players can increase
their odds of winning and potentially achieve substantial profits.

However, it is essential to remember that card counting is not without its
challenges. Players must be prepared to invest effort, face potential
detection, and accept that it is not a foolproof guarantee of success.
Nevertheless, for those willing to embrace the skill and discipline required,
card counting can be a rewarding and profitable pursuit.
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