
Stroke: A Guide to Understanding and
Surviving a Stroke
A stroke is a medical emergency that occurs when the blood supply to a
part of your brain is interrupted or reduced, depriving brain tissue of oxygen
and nutrients. Brain cells begin to die within minutes. A stroke is a medical
emergency, and prompt treatment is crucial. Early action can minimize
brain damage and potential complications.

Types of Stroke

There are two main types of stroke:
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Ischemic stroke: This is the most common type of stroke, accounting
for about 87% of all strokes. It occurs when a blood clot blocks an
artery leading to the brain.

Hemorrhagic stroke: This type of stroke occurs when a blood vessel
in the brain ruptures, causing bleeding in the brain.
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Stroke Symptoms

The symptoms of a stroke can vary depending on the part of the brain that
is affected. However, some common symptoms include:

Sudden numbness or weakness in the face, arm, or leg, usually on
one side of the body

Sudden confusion, trouble speaking, or understanding speech

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes

Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, or loss of balance

Sudden severe headache with no known cause

Stroke Risk Factors

There are a number of risk factors that can increase your chances of
having a stroke, including:

High blood pressure

High cholesterol

Diabetes

Smoking

Obesity

Physical inactivity

Family history of stroke

Age (stroke risk increases with age)



Stroke Prevention

There are a number of things you can do to reduce your risk of having a
stroke, including:

Control your blood pressure

Lower your cholesterol

Manage your diabetes

Quit smoking

Maintain a healthy weight

Get regular exercise

Eat a healthy diet

Manage stress

Stroke Treatment

The treatment for a stroke depends on the type of stroke you have.
Treatment for ischemic stroke may include:

Thrombolytic therapy (clot-busting drugs)

Endovascular therapy (mechanical clot removal)

Carotid endarterectomy (surgery to remove plaque from the carotid
artery)

Treatment for hemorrhagic stroke may include:

Surgery to stop the bleeding



Medications to lower blood pressure

Supportive care to manage complications

Stroke Recovery

Recovery from a stroke can be a long and challenging process. However,
with the right care and support, most stroke survivors can make a
significant recovery. Stroke rehabilitation may include:

Physical therapy to improve movement and coordination

Occupational therapy to improve daily living skills

Speech therapy to improve communication

Cognitive therapy to improve memory and thinking skills

Emotional support to help cope with the emotional challenges of stroke

Stroke Chance of Survival

The chance of survival from a stroke depends on a number of factors,
including the type of stroke, the severity of the stroke, and the timeliness of
treatment. However, with prompt treatment and appropriate care, most
stroke survivors can make a good recovery.

According to the American Heart Association, the overall survival rate for
stroke is about 80%. However, the survival rate is lower for hemorrhagic
strokes than for ischemic strokes. The survival rate also decreases with
age. For example, the survival rate for stroke patients over the age of 80 is
about 50%.



Stroke is a serious medical emergency, but with prompt treatment and
appropriate care, most stroke survivors can make a good recovery. If you
or someone you know is experiencing symptoms of a stroke, call 911
immediately.

For more information on stroke, visit the American Heart Association
website at www.heart.org.
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