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Systemic Interventions
for Collective and
National Trauma

Theory, Practica, and Evaluation

Michal Shamai

Collective and national trauma are pervasive issues that leave deep
scars on societies and individuals alike. The impact of these traumas
can manifest in a myriad of ways, including social unrest, economic
instability, and widespread mental health problems.

While the traditional approach to trauma healing has often focused on
individual therapy, there is a growing recognition that systemic interventions
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are essential for addressing the complex and far-reaching effects of
collective and national trauma.

Systemic interventions aim to address the root causes of trauma by
working with individuals, communities, and institutions to create a
more just and equitable society. This approach recognizes that
trauma is not simply an individual experience but rather a social and
political issue that requires collective action to heal.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the transformative power of
systemic interventions in healing collective and national trauma. We will
provide a roadmap for creating a recovery plan, fostering resilience, and
promoting community well-being.

Understanding Collective and National Trauma

Collective trauma is a shared experience of a traumatic event that affects a
large group of people. It can result from natural disasters, war, terrorism, or
other forms of mass violence.

National trauma is a specific type of collective trauma that affects an entire
nation. It can result from war, genocide, or other events that threaten the
very fabric of society.

The effects of collective and national trauma can be profound and long-
lasting. They can include:

= Increased rates of mental health problems, such as PTSD, depression,
and anxiety

= Social unrest and violence



= Economic instability
= Loss of trust in institutions

= Intergenerational trauma

The Role of Systemic Interventions

Systemic interventions are essential for healing collective and national
trauma because they address the root causes of the trauma and create a
more just and equitable society.

Systemic interventions can be implemented at various levels, including:
= Individual level: Providing trauma-informed care to individuals who

have been affected by trauma

=  Community level: Creating safe and supportive environments where
people can heal and rebuild their lives

= Institutional level: Changing policies and practices that perpetuate
trauma

= National level: Creating a national recovery plan that addresses the
needs of all those affected by trauma

Creating a Roadmap for Recovery

Healing collective and national trauma is a complex and long-term process.
However, there are a number of steps that can be taken to create a
roadmap for recovery.

1. Acknowledge the trauma: The first step to healing is to acknowledge
the trauma that has occurred. This means recognizing the extent of the



trauma, the impact it has had on individuals and communities, and the
need for collective action to heal.

2. Create a safe space for healing: It is essential to create safe and
supportive spaces where people can heal from trauma. This may involve
providing trauma-informed care, creating community support groups, and
establishing safe zones where people can feel protected.

3. Foster resilience: Resilience is the ability to bounce back from
adversity. It is an essential ingredient in healing from trauma. There are a
number of ways to foster resilience, including providing social support,
promoting positive coping mechanisms, and teaching people how to
manage their emotions.

4. Promote community well-being: Healing from trauma requires a
collective effort. It is important to promote community well-being by creating
opportunities for people to connect with each other, share their
experiences, and support each other in their healing journey.

5. Advocate for change: Systemic interventions require collective action to
address the root causes of trauma. This may involve advocating for
changes in policies and practices, supporting organizations that are
working to heal trauma, and raising awareness about the impact of trauma
on individuals and communities.

Healing collective and national trauma is a complex and long-term process.
However, the power of systemic interventions can create a roadmap for
recovery, foster resilience, and promote community well-being.



By working together, we can create a more just and equitable society
where all people can heal from trauma and thrive.
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