
Unraveling the Legacy of Sacramento
Streetcars: William Burg's Comprehensive
Guide
Journey through the captivating history of Sacramento's streetcars with
William Burg's meticulously crafted book, "Sacramento Streetcars." This
comprehensive guide transports readers to a bygone era, showcasing the
evolution of this iconic mode of transportation that shaped the city's urban
landscape.
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The Genesis of Sacramento's Streetcar System

The story of Sacramento's streetcars begins in the mid-19th century, when
horse-drawn omnibuses provided the primary means of public
transportation. However, as the city grew and transportation demands
increased, a more efficient and reliable alternative was sought. Enter the
electric streetcar, a technological marvel that would revolutionize urban
mobility.
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On September 1, 1887, the Sacramento Electric Railroad Company
(SERC) inaugurated the city's first electric streetcar line, connecting 12th
and I streets. This pioneering line marked the dawn of a new era, offering
commuters a convenient and affordable way to navigate the growing
metropolis.

The Heyday of Electric Streetcars

Over the next few decades, Sacramento's streetcar system expanded
rapidly, weaving a network of interconnected lines that reached all corners
of the city. By 1910, SERC operated over 100 miles of track, transporting
millions of passengers annually.
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Streetcars became an integral part of Sacramento's daily life, facilitating
commerce, connecting neighborhoods, and shaping the city's development.
They played a crucial role in the growth of outlying areas, as new lines
extended into undeveloped suburbs, stimulating real estate development
and economic prosperity.

The Decline of Streetcar Service

However, the golden age of streetcars was not to last. The rise of
automobiles and the construction of new highways led to a decline in
ridership and profitability. By the 1940s, car ownership had become more
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common, and streetcar lines were gradually abandoned in favor of buses
and personal vehicles.

By 1958, the once-extensive Sacramento streetcar system had all but
vanished, leaving only a handful of lines in operation. The once-ubiquitous
streetcars were relegated to the realm of nostalgia and historical relics.

The Revival of the Streetcar

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in streetcars as a
sustainable and efficient mode of transportation. Recognizing their potential
to revitalize urban areas and reduce traffic congestion, cities across the
United States have embarked on ambitious streetcar revival projects.
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Sacramento is no exception. In 2008, the city launched its first modern
streetcar line, connecting downtown and midtown. The success of this line
has led to plans for further expansion, underscoring the enduring appeal
and relevance of streetcars in the 21st century.

William Burg's Comprehensive Guide

William Burg's "Sacramento Streetcars" is the definitive work on the history
of this iconic transportation system. Drawing on extensive research and
interviews with former streetcar employees and enthusiasts, Burg presents
a captivating and comprehensive account of Sacramento's streetcar era.

The book is divided into three main sections:
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The Horsecar Era (1864-1887): This section explores the early days
of public transportation in Sacramento, from horse-drawn omnibuses
to the of electric streetcars.

The Electric Streetcar Era (1887-1958): This section chronicles the
rise, heyday, and decline of Sacramento's streetcar system, with
detailed accounts of the various lines, operators, and technological
developments.

The Revival of the Streetcar (1981-Present): This section examines
the resurgence of interest in streetcars and the ongoing efforts to
revitalize Sacramento's streetcar system.

Burg's writing is both informative and engaging, offering a well-paced
narrative that transports readers back in time to experience the sights,
sounds, and smells of Sacramento's streetcar era. The book is meticulously
illustrated with over 200 photographs, maps, and drawings, providing a rich
visual tapestry that brings the story to life.

William Burg's "Sacramento Streetcars" is an indispensable resource for
anyone interested in the history of transportation, urban development, or
California history. This comprehensive guide offers a fascinating and
meticulously documented account of Sacramento's iconic streetcar system,
from its humble beginnings to its present-day revival.

Whether you are a lifelong Sacramentan, a transportation enthusiast, or
simply someone curious about the rich history of urban America, this book
is a must-read. It is a testament to the enduring power of public
transportation and its ability to shape the social, economic, and cultural
fabric of our cities.
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