Unveiling the Enigma: Who Stole the Fez -
Moors or Shriners?

The fez, an enigmatic headwear with a distinctive conical shape and tassel,
has captivated the imaginations of historians, anthropologists, and fashion
enthusiasts alike. Its origins shrouded in mystery, the fez has been a
subject of ongoing debate, with two prominent contenders claiming its
heritage: the Moors and the Shriners.

The Moors and the Fez: A Tapestry of Heritage

The Moors, a term historically used to refer to the Muslim inhabitants of
North Africa and the Iberian Peninsula, have long been associated with the
fez. The Moorish fez, also known as the tarboosh, was a ubiquitous sight in
the Islamic world, where it symbolized religious and cultural identity. The
fez's origins can be traced back to the Ottoman Empire, where it was
adopted by the ruling class as a symbol of authority and prestige.
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Over time, the Moorish fez became an integral part of the attire of North
African and Middle Eastern men. It was often decorated with intricate
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embroidery and tassel, reflecting the wearer's social status and religious
affiliation. The fez's popularity spread beyond the Islamic world, becoming
a fashionable headwear among European travelers and Orientalists.

The Shriners and the Fez: A Fraternal Connection

In the late 19th century, the fez made its way to the United States, where it
was adopted by the Shriners, a fraternal organization affiliated with
Freemasonry. The Shriners, known for their philanthropic activities and
elaborate parades, incorporated the fez as part of their ceremonial regalia.

The Shriners' fez, unlike the traditional Moorish fez, was often adorned with
a crescent moon and star emblem, symbolizing the organization's Islamic
heritage. The adoption of the fez by the Shriners further popularized the
headwear in the United States, making it an iconic symbol of the fraternity.

The Fez Controversy: A Clash of Claims

The association of the fez with both the Moors and the Shriners has led to
an ongoing debate over its true origins. Some scholars argue that the fez is
an indigenous creation of the Islamic world, brought to North Africa by Arab
conquerors in the 7th century AD. Others maintain that the fez was
introduced to the region by the Ottoman Turks in the 15th century AD.

The Shriners, on the other hand, claim that the fez was adopted by their
organization as a symbol of their connection to the Islamic world. They
point to the crescent moon and star emblem on their fez as evidence of this
heritage.

: A Tangled History



The mystery surrounding the origins of the fez remains unsolved, with both
the Moors and the Shriners laying claim to its legacy. The headwear, with
its rich history and cultural significance, has become a symbol of both
Islamic heritage and fraternal brotherhood. Whether it originated in the
Moorish palaces of North Africa or the fraternal halls of the Shriners, the fez
continues to intrigue and fascinate, a testament to the interconnectedness
of cultures and the enduring power of traditions.
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Shriner fez, early 20th century. (Source: Library of Congress)
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